PREFACE
HI ^HERE arc few successful commanders/* says Creasy,
JL " on whom Fame has shone so unwillingly as upon John
Churchill, Duke of Marlborough." I believe this is true;
and it is an interesting historical study to examine the causes
which have made so great a contrast between the glory and
importance of his deeds and the small regard of his country-
men for his memory. He commanded the armies of Europe
against France for ten campaigns. He fought four great
battles and many important actions. It is the common boast
of his champions that he never fought a battle that he did not
win, nor besieged a fortress he did not take. Amid all the
chances and baffling accidents of war he produced victory with
almost mechanical certainty. Even when fighting in fetters
and hobbles, swayed and oppressed by influences which were
wholly outside the military situation, he was able to produce
the same result, varying only in degree, Nothing like this
can be seen in military annals. His smaller campaigns were
equally crowned by fortune. He never rode off any field
except as a victor. He quitted war invincible: and no sooner
was his guiding hand withdrawn than disaster overtook the
armies he had led. Successive generations have not ceased
to name him with Hannibal and Caesar.
Until the advent of Napoleon no commander wielded
such widespread power in Europe. Upon his person centred
the union of nearly twenty confederate states* He held the
Grand Alliance together no less by his diplomacy than by
his victories. He rode into action with the combinations
of three-quarters of Europe in his hand. His comprehen-
sion of the war extended to all theatres, and his authority
alone secured design and concerted action. He animated the
war at sea no less than on land, and established till the present
time the British naval supremacy in the Mediterranean. His
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